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Looking ahead, a number of participants indicated that additional asset purchases would
likely be appropriate next year after the conclusion of the maturity extension program in
order to achieve a substantial improvement in the labor market. In that regard
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Participants generally favored the use of economic variables, in place of or in conjunction
with a calendar date, in the Committee's forward guidance, but they offered different views
on whether quantitative or qualitative thresholds would be most effective.
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